Fitchburg Abolitionist Park
MURAL PROJECT REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
RELEASE DATE: April 11, 2022
RESPONSE DEADLINE: June 10, 2022
QUESTIONS SUBMITTED TO: laneiathomas@gmail.com
REQUEST RESEARCH PACKET: laneiathomas@gmail.com
RESPONSES MUST BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY TO: info@abolitionistpark.org
SELECTED ARTIST NOTIFICATION DATE: June 15, 2022

Project Sponsor.
The project sponsor is a group of volunteers collectively referred to as the Friends of Fitchburg Abolitionist Park
(FFAP). The FFAP proudly work in collaboration with NewVue Communities, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
creating strong and healthy neighborhoods where residents choose to live, work and invest.
The mission of the FFAP is to develop a Park dedicated to Fitchburg’s role in the Abolitionist
Movement and to create a green space for area residents to enjoy and for historical enthusiasts
to visit. To learn more about the work of the FFAP, please visit https://www.abolitionistpark.org/.

Project Summary.
The FFAP are soliciting an artist or multiple artists to propose a temporary mural design to be located at the Fitchburg
Abolitionist Park at 42-50 Snow Street in Fitchburg. The artwork is expected to be on display at the Fitchburg Abolitionist
Park for a minimum of 4-5 years.

Materials:


Panels will be constructed from EXTIRA panels which are specially formulated for outdoor use. More about this
material at miratecextira.com.



Panels will be available to artist(s) pre-primed with 4 coats of an exterior grade latex primer.



Panels are equipped with French cleat for installation.



Minwax Helsman varnish (with UV protection) will be supplied by the Project Sponsor.

Panel Placement on Existing Fencing

Mural Focus
The City of Fitchburg has a rich and noted history of opposition to slavery that the selected artist(s) will have the opportunity
to interpret in a way that is visually engaging to park visitors and neighborhood residents.
Artwork must explore the intersection between inclusivity, racial equity and the power of social action. Extra consideration
will be provided for artworks that:


are focused on resistance, empowerment and antislavery;



highlight the critical role of women and individuals of color in antislavery work;



honor the past while looking forward to how the struggle for freedom continues;



highlight how activism is a thread in our democracy;



depict the unity and collaboration of Fitchburg residents and historical figures involved in the national antislavery
movement;



provide opportunities for communities and individuals to begin to heal from the harms caused by racism.

The installation must be completed by September 15, 2022, but may be extended to September 30, 2022 (dependent on
weather and COVID-19 restrictions). Entrants should submit and strive for a total budget of no more than $12,000. The
panels and installation services will be provided by the Project Sponsor.

About the Park.
The Fitchburg Abolitionist Park commemorates the people of Fitchburg who fought for the abolition of slavery.
Beginning in the 1830s, Fitchburg residents, many of whom were women, participated in local, regional and national
antislavery movements. Multiple homes were stations or depots on the Underground Railroad.
The park highlights, what for many, is a little-known and celebrated moment in Fitchburg's history; a moment in time in
which all community members can be proud. The park location was chosen because of its historic connection to the
Underground Railroad and Abolitionist movements. This area has known
diversity since the 1840s when Black families settled there, many living in
homes owned by Benjamin Snow, Jr.
Today the neighborhood is a multi-ethnic mix of families, Fitchburg State
University students, senior citizens and members of the disabled community.
The park provides a green space in an area of homes that lack yard space.
Residents are able to use the park for recreation; cultural groups can host
events; schools can use it as an outdoor classroom; and historical enthusiasts
are able to visit the park to learn local history. The mural will be an important
element in the park’s storytelling role.

Application Process.
Applications* must be submitted by Friday, June 10, 2022 at 11:59 PM. Please submit a PDF document that includes
the following:
1. Name, email, phone number, mailing address
2. An Artist Statement describing your approach to your artistic practice (one paragraph)
3. Please provide a visual representation of your mural concept, design, and color scheme
4. A short response to the question: How does your mural concept fit with the mission and use of the Fitchburg
Abolitionist Park?
5. A brief summary of the time and physical requirements for producing a mural as described in the Project
Summary section above and state your commitment to full participation if selected (one paragraph)
6. An estimated time to completion, from receiving the prepped panels to panel installation
7. A portfolio of relevant past projects - For collaborative artwork, clearly identify the work that belongs to each
artist
8. The names, emails and phone numbers of 2 professional references who can speak to your artistic abilities
and experience
9. Links to social media and/or a website which shows your artwork, if you have them
10. Indicate your preference of creating the mural on or off site
* Please submit one PDF with the information requested above. For point #3, artists can provide separate images in jpg, png, doc, docx
format. Please label all images with the artist’s name.

We welcome written questions until 5 pm ET on Friday May 27, 2022. Send emails to laneiathomas@gmail.com with the
subject line “Fitchburg Abolitionist Park Mural”.

Research Resources.
Applicants can email laneiathomas@gmail.com to receive a research packet that includes an overview of the historical
timeline, a list of notable figures and images, and other references to Fitchburg’s abolitionist history.

Appointments can be made at the Fitchburg Historical Society Monday through Wednesday, by calling (978) 345-1157 or
emailing director@fitchburghistoricalsociety.com.

Fitchburg Public Library hours are: Monday through Thursday 10AM to 8PM; Friday 10AM to 5PM; Saturday 10AM to
4PM.

Thank you to our sponsors.

